
 
 

Pastor’s Corner   
 
Thanksgiving is often a time for 
remembering the things for which we 
are most grateful. Besides the obvious 
holiday of Thanksgiving, there are 
several more on our calendar in the 
month of November that ask us to be 
thankful in ways we might not have 
thought about. 
 For example, November 1st is All-
Saints Day, a celebration that cuts 
across many denominations. On that 
first Sunday in November, it is then 
that we give thanks to God our creator 
for those persons who have gone 
before us. Not only did they go before 
us, they LIVED. And many of them 
were influential in our lives, and 
because of them, we are who are 
today, for better or for worse. For 
those who have come before us, let us 
give thanks. 
 November 8th is also known as 
Tissue Donation Sunday. This topic 
was always controversial amongst 
patients and their families when I was 
a hospital chaplain in NYC. People 
didn’t want to bury an “incomplete” 
person or perhaps they couldn’t come 
to term with the death of their loved 
one. However, it is because of people 
who selflessly donate organs and 
tissue to those in need that others are 
able to live a longer and perhaps fuller 
life with their families. For those  
 
 

 
persons who gave all the way through 
to the end, let us give thanks. 
  
November is also Native American 
heritage month, and while we have an 
entire Sunday devoted to the first 
peoples in our United Methodist 
Church, none of these amounts of time 
truly does justice to the debt of 
gratitude we the people today owe to 
them. As anyone who even remotely 
paid attention in American History can 
tell you, what was done to them was 
wrong. Many of the attitudes used to 
exterminate indigenous peoples 
around the world were taken verbatim 
from books in the Bible such as 
Joshua in particular. It was our 
“manifest destiny” to conquer people 
living on “our” land, a concept that had 
been repeated all over the world. 
 Even the premise of Thanksgiving is 
in its origins involved the presence of 
first peoples and the Puritans giving 
great thanks for the harvest. 
Everything we have and everything we 
are today in America is because of the 
sacrifices, intentional or not, of the 
natives who came before us. For those 
who gave all so that we may have a 
place to live, let us give thanks. 
 Finally, it would be amiss to skip 
Veterans Day. November 11th is the 
traditional day, and as long as there 
have been people on earth, there have 
been veterans. Our nation has taken  
 
 

many great steps to improve the 
quality of life for the men and women 
who served us- sure we have 
problems whether it’s politics,  
bureaucracy, infighting, or even 
religious disagreements. One thing we 
CAN agree upon is to take care of the 
people who ensure our freedom is of 
the utmost importance. For those who 
gave all so that we might not have to, 
let us give thanks.  
 What other people, places, or things 
do you give thanks for? Let me know 
when we see each other again. 
 
Blessings, 

 
All women are invited to 

Women’s Fellowship meeting, 

Wednesday, November 11 at 

1:30 p.m. 

 

Bring donations for Helpline.  

You will find their needs in 

the Helpline article in the 

newsletter 

 

Memorial Bench Dedication 
 

Sunday the 8th of November, we will 
be dedicating a new bench in the 
church rose garden in the memory of 
Don and Esther Overturf. Please join 
us directly after church service as we 
dedicate this unique piece of beauty 
as well as celebrate the lives of two 
saints who have gone before us. 
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November 
Birthdays 

And 
Anniversaries 

 
Hanna Taylor 
 

Kevin Gerking 
 

Tiny Cunnington 
 

Les Blain 
 

Jean Gill 

Missy Knutson 
 

Della Blain 
 

Bob Faultersack 
 

Debra Overturf 
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All Saints Day 

Communion 

Charge Conference 

Pantry Shelf Food Drive 
 

Staff Meeting  
 

Finance and Facilities  
 

Memorial Bench Dedication 
 

Office Hours 
 

Women’s Fellowship  
 

District Training 
 

Ministry Team 
  
Newsletter Articles Due 

Gifts and Graces 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
 

Folding of the Newsletters 

Bunco 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

  

 
 



Planning Retreat Report 
 

Our Annual Retreat was a great success 
and we chose four projects for Grace 
Church to support during the coming year.  
We will continue our support of Helpline, 
Pantry Shelf, and the Sustainable 
Practices Lab at the Penitentiary. 
 

Our newest project is a partnership with 
Berney School.  Already Pastor Zach and 
Sonya have helped with the Family Night 
Science Fair.  Zach taught the children 
how to make and launch balloon-powered 
drinking straw rockets and Sonya 
supervised the making of Slimy Worms. In 
addition,  
Larry Nelson has made a Robotic Lego 
League Table for the children to use. 
(Google it, or ask Larry. I don't know what 
it is either!) 
 
Other projects taken on by individuals 
include Operation Christmas Child 
supporting our Missionary, and Bible Day 
Camp. 
 
Many thanks to the people who have been 
or will be Champions for these projects.  
They include Carol McFadyen-Helpline, 
Sue Hopkins- Pantry Shelf, Pastor Sonya-
SPL, Jean Gill and Sonya- Berney School 
Partnership.  And, of course, Diana 
Nelson-Operation Christmas Child, Sherry 
Norman- Missionary, and Pastor Zach- 
Bible Day Camp. 
 
Our biggest leap will be the partnership 
with Berney School.   
Many details remain to be worked out.  
Stay tuned for more information. 

 
 PANTRY SHELF NEWS 
 

The first Sunday of the month is our Pantry 

Shelf Food Drive.  Let us remember those in 

need   
 

Pantry Shelf use has remained steady 

throughout the summer and fall. Extra garden 

produce and packaged goods that go into 

holiday dinners are some of the needed foods. 

They also appreciate paper products like 

baggies and toilet paper. 

 

Operation Christmas Child   

     
We will be packing our Operation 
Christmas Child shoe boxes Sunday, 
November 15. Please encourage your 
children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
family friends to come help pack our 
boxes with all the items we have been 
collecting this past year.  We will be 
tracking the destination of our boxes. 
Many thanks to Barbara for getting all our 
shoe boxes wrapped so they are really to 
pack!   
     
ACTS 20:35 
In everything I showed you that by 
working hard in this manner you must help 
the weak and remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, "It is 

more blessed to give than to receive". 
 

Prayers for: 
 

 All of our homebound members 
     and those dealing with illness 
  

 Our country and the countries 
around the world which are going 
through so much upheaval 

 
 
 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 
District Training Workshop 
 
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vine grower." John 15:1 
 
 There will be a District Training workshop 
facilitated by Seven Rivers laity and clergy 
Saturday, November 14th at Grace Church 
at 9:00 a.m.   
 
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 
But, what does that look like for the local 
church? How do we make disciples? 
 Come and learn more. 
 
Brant Henshaw, Conference Treasurer, 
will provide “Nuts and Bolts” training in the 
afternoon session at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Registration is $5.00 to cover the lunch 
that will be provided. If you plan to attend 
please contact Nadine at 525-6702.  

 

 

 
 

Office Hours 
 

Monday, November 9 

10:00 a.m. 

At Clarette’s 
 

Subject to be discussed; 
 

Is violence ever justified? 
 

 
 

 
 
Helpline  
 

Helpline continues to serve people in 
need of assistance in Walla Walla 
County. Personal hygiene items are 
particularly appreciated. None of these 
items may be purchased with food 
stamps which is a main source of 
income for many of our clients. 
Helpline is the only place in Walla 
Walla County that provides hygiene 
items. Personal hygiene items include: 
Shampoo/conditioner, soap/body 
wash, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, razors and baby wipes.  
 
Laundry soap and dryer sheets are 
also much appreciated. A donor 
provides toilet paper and there is 
almost always a sufficient supply. 
 
 

Getting Ready for Advent and 
Christmas 

 
Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, November 28, 10:00 am 
 

Many hands make light work and we 
also have a good time putting up the 
Chrismon and Giving trees, the Advent 
Wreath, greens and more.  The 
Chrismon tree will be decorated during 
Sunday morning worship.  Coffee and 
doughnuts will be provided.  If you can 
spare an hour or two, please join us as 
we prepare for the season of Advent, 
which begins on November 29. 



 

 
Health Ministry  
 
Are you interested in your health? Do you 
have health topics you would like to learn 
more about? Do you need help 
understanding your medications or how to 
care for your health?  
I am interested in starting a health ministry 
in the congregation. As a Faith 
Community Nurse (formerly Parish 
Nurse), I can work with members of the 
congregation to monitor their health by 
blood pressure screenings and provide 
information on the results and how to 
follow up. I would also provide educational 
programs on topics of interest to the 
congregation. Articles will also appear in 
the monthly newsletter on suggested 
topics. Lastly, I could help members find 
resources within the community to assist 
with problems they might have. I would 
also be available to make hospital or 
home visits to members who needed a 
visit for comfort and support.  
I would not provide hands-on nursing care 
but could offer support, encouragement 
and spiritual care to those who are 
served. All services would be confidential 
and permission would be sought before 
any information would be shared, even 
with Pastors Zach or Sonya.  
Contact Carol McFadyen if you are 
interested in screenings or have a topic 
you would like discussed. I will also be 
asking you to complete a survey at the 
end of November to discern your interest. 
You may contact me after worship or by 
phone at 509-780-3742 or by e-mail at 
cjmcfadyen@q.com. I look forward to 
working with you.

  



 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 
  
 

 

  
 

  
  

 
 
  
 


