
  

PANTRY SHELF NEWS 
 

Thank you for the cereal, coffee and 
syrup for breakfasts and all the other 
food donated last month. The Pantry 
Shelf distributed over 10,000 pounds 
of food and paper supplies in March. 
Your food and money donations fed 
around 300 families during the month. 
Packaged dinners and soup are in 
short supply. Through personal 
donations, we have sent a total of 
$702.80 to the Pantry Shelf so far this 
year. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Romans 12:13 When God’s people 
are in need, be ready to help them. 
For Operation Christmas Child we 
are collecting: 
Balls 
Yoyos 
Jump ropes 
Soap 
 

 

Please pray for; 
 

 All of our members, friends 
and relatives who are having 
health problems  

 The family of Don Cann 

 For Travis Eilertson who is 
undergoing treatment for a 
rare form of cancer. 

 For peace throughout the 
world. 

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Women’s Fellowship will meet on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 12:00 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  As this will be the 
last get together until September, we 
are having a potluck luncheon. 
Remember to bring your favorite dish 
to share. 
 

In May we are to bring items needed 
for the Pantry Shelf.  Also remember 
your offering of   “loose change” which 
goes toward the funding of special 
dinners that the ladies of the church 
provide.  
  

Pentecost 
May 15 
 

On Sunday, May 15, we will celebrate 
Pentecost: that’s when the Holy Spirit 
surprised the disciples and blessed 
them with the gifts they needed to 
continue Christ’s work.    
 

Don’t forget our ancient custom of 
wearing red (the liturgical color for 
Pentecost).  Our monthly potluck will 
be held that Sunday following worship.   
Remember to bring red food for the 
potluck. 
 

Office Hours  
 

We meet at Clarette’s on Monday, 
May 9 at 10 am.  The topic for 
discussion will be “The role of 
women in the church”.  All are 
welcome. 

 
 

Importance of Prayer  
 and Praying 
 

National Day of Prayer is May 5 this 
year, a day set aside to focus on 
prayer and praying, I assume.  While I 
believe it is a good idea to call 
attention to prayer by designating a 
special day for it, Paul, in one of his 
letters to Timothy, instructs us to pray 
without ceasing.  This means not just 
on a special day, rather every day, all 
day, whenever the need crosses our 
minds or hearts.    
 

It has been said that God already 
knows what we need, so why bother.  
Why bother?   
 

Prayer is good for us.  It establishes 
and maintains our relationship with 
God.  Praying helps us remember who 
we are as a church and as God's 
people.  Prayers give us strength to 
make it through the difficult times.  
Praying helps us reach out to others in 
love and compassion. 
 

And if we don't get the answer we 
want?  God never says "no."  He says, 
"yes."  He says, "Not now."  Or He 
might say, "Not that, but this."   
 

According to Strong's Exhaustive 
Concordance, prayer, or related 
words, are mentioned in the Bible 
more times than love or loving.  Here 
are some numbers  
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May Birthdays 

And 
Anniversaries 

 

Dorothy Wroe 

 

Blake McKinney 

 

Laura Bunt 

 

Colleen Grenseman 

 

Ada Taylor 

 

Mona Highley 

 

Marguerite Babcock 

 

Zach Taylor 
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Communion Sunday 

Pantry Shelf food Drive 
 

Staff  Meeting 

Tracie Peterson Book 

Signing 
 

Finance and Facilities  
 

National Day of Prayer 
 

Mother’s Day 

Blood Pressure monitoring 
 

Office Hours 
 

Women’s Fellowship    
 

All Church Potluck 
    
Ministry Team 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 

Gifts and Graces 
 

Brown bag lunch  
 

Bunco 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Words related to Prayer and Praying 
occur 615 times. 
 Words related to Love and Loving 
occur 488 times.   
 

Compare the above to the number of 
words in the Bible related to 
preaching: 142. (Sorry Zach!)  
Therefore, if we go by the numbers, it 
is easy to see what is one of the most 
important aspects of our spiritual life.   

 
  
 

National Day of Prayer 
 

Ecumenical Service  
 

Thursday, May 5, 2016 
12:15—1:00 PM 

 

Host Church 
Walla Walla Presbyterian Church 

 

Location 
Corner of 1st & Birch Streets 

Walla Walla 
 

Special Music 
String Students of Professor Lyn 

Ritz 
Walla Walla University 

and 
Brass Musicians 

Picked by Dave Glenn 
Whitman College 

 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

  

In honor of Mother’s Day in May, this 
month’s newsletter is all about moms 
and their contribution to our lives! This 
year, Mother’s Day falls on May 8th, 
and the holiday itself is as old as the 
Ancient Greeks who celebrated it for 
obvious reasons! The Christian church 
adopted Mother’s Day into its calendar 
as a celebration of the church as our 
mother, the bride of Christ. 
 
And in modern times, Mother’s Day 
was brought to America in 1908, when 
Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her 
mother at St Andrew's Methodist 
Church in Grafton, West Virginia. 
Today St Andrew's Methodist Church 
now holds the International Mother's 
Day Shrine. Her campaign to make 
"Mother's Day" a recognized holiday in 
the United States began in 1905, the 
year her mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, 
died. Ann Jarvis had been a peace 
activist who cared for wounded 
soldiers on both sides of the American 
Civil War, and created Mother’s Day 
Work Clubs to address public health 
issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to honor 
her mother  
 
by continuing the work she started and 
to set aside a day to honor all mothers, 
because she believed that they were 
"the person who has done more for 
you than anyone in the world". 
 
 
 

 
 
As such, we are talking about the role 
of women in the church at our Office 
Hours at Clarette’s this month on 
Monday May 9th. 
 
 For example, did you know that in the 
early church, one of the highest 
positions of power and influence one 
could have was that of Widow. It was a 
title of honor mostly because Christ 
was very specific about our taking care 
of the poor, widows, and orphans! 
 
 One great point of contention I deal 
with on a constant basis is the 
language of making God male. Now if 
you ask my beliefs, I say that God is 
gender neutral, gender is a human 
thing. But God’s appearance as a man 
was to assert his authority in 
patriarchal societies. In our more 
modern times, it can be hard for some 
people to believe that God is a father- 
perhaps because they had  
 
strained or horrible relationships with 
their actual fathers, perhaps because 
these persons were victims of sexual 
assault or domestic violence from 
fathers or husbands. For these folks, I 
always advise to think of God as our 
mother- it certainly seems like hippy 
language, but it’s not terribly heretical 
if you realize that God can be anyone 
or anything to us.  

 

 

As St. Julian of Norwich has said, “It is 
a characteristic of God to overcome 
evil with good. Jesus Christ therefore, 
who himself overcame evil with good, 
is our true Mother. We received our 
‘Being’ from Him  and this is where His 
Maternity starts  And with it comes the 
gentle Protection and Guard of Love 
which will never cease to surround us.  

Just as God is our Father, so God is 
also our Mother. And He showed me 
this truth in all things, but especially in 
those sweet words when He says: “It 
is I”. 

As if to say, I am the power and the 
Goodness of the Father, I am the 
Wisdom of the Mother, I am the Light 
and the Grace which is blessed love, I 
am the Trinity, I am the Unity, I am the 
supreme Goodness of all kind of 
things, I am the One who makes you 
love, I am the One who makes you 
desire, I am the never-ending 
fulfillment of all true desires.” 

 Blessings, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Zach 
 

 

 
 

  



My Missionary Update 
    By Sherry Norman 
    

Katherine Parker is in the states 

and she is doing her summer 
visitation to her supporting 

churches. Last I heard she did not 
yet know the schedule for the 

Pacific Northwest visitation. As 

soon as I find out her schedule I 
will let Zach and Sonya know and 

we will announce her scheduled 
meeting with us. It's always such 

a blessing to hear from her 
personally.  Keep her in your 

prayers.  
 
Book Signing and Discussion 
 

When: Tuesday, May 3rd, 1:30 p.m.  
Where: Pioneer UMC 
Who: Tracie Peterson 
 
Tracie Peterson is a bestselling author 
who writes in both historical and 
contemporary genres. Her novels 
reveal her love for research as well as 
her strong desire to develop 
emotionally meaningful characters and 
stories for her readers. Her love of 
adventure and Romance are the 
hallmarks of her fiction. 
 
Tracie and her family live in Montana 
and her mother lives here in Walla 
Walla and attends Pioneer. 
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