
 

 

 Pastor’s Corner   
 
  

Merry Christmas Grace Family! 
 
 In honor of my first Christmas here, 
I thought I would go through some 
symbols of Christmas that we don’t 
really think about (with the help of 
Sonya!). 
 
1. Santa Claus- Did you know that 
Santa Claus was a real person? His 
name was St. Nicholas and he was 
born in what is modern day Turkey 
around 280. He is famous for 
helping the needy, of which he is 
known for dropping bags of coins 
down the chimneys of poor people. 
In truth, the gold was for women 
who could not find work, and the 
gold kept them from having to 
become prostitutes (as this was the 
only job for an unmarried, 
unemployed woman at that time). 
He is also very famous for being 
the patron saint of sailors after two 
miracles, one of which involved him 
predicting storms at sea. He is also 
known for being formative of the 
Holy Spirit and its relationship to 
the Father and Son during the First 
Council of Nicaea. 
 
 

 
 
 
2. Gifts- Gifts haven’t always been 
a part of Christmas. In fact, most 
gifts were exchanged on New 
Year’s Day also known as Boxing 
Day. It wasn’t until the 1800’s that 
gifts officially became a part of 
Christmas in the west. Now of 
course, gifts have become almost 
irreplaceable and sometimes, the 
gift giving can get out of hand. 
 
3. Trees- Early Romans marked the 
solstice with a feast called the 
Saturnalia in honor of Saturn, the 
god of agriculture. The Romans 
knew that the solstice meant that 
soon farms and orchards would be 
green and fruitful. To mark the 
occasion, they decorated their 
homes and temples with evergreen 
boughs. In Northern Europe the 
mysterious Druids, the priests of 
the ancient Celts, also decorated 
their temples with evergreen 
boughs as a symbol of everlasting 
life. The fierce Vikings in 
Scandinavia thought that 
evergreens were the special plant 
of the sun god, Balder.  Germany is 
credited with starting the Christmas 
tree tradition as we now know it in 
the 16th century when devout 
Christians brought decorated trees  
 

 
 
 
into their homes. Some built 
Christmas pyramids of wood and 
decorated them with evergreens 
and candles, if trees were scarce. It 
is a widely held belief that Martin 
Luther, the 16th-century Protestant 
reformer, first added lighted 
candles to a tree. Walking toward 
his home one winter evening, 
composing a sermon, he was awed 
by the brilliance of stars twinkling 
amidst evergreens. To recapture 
the scene for his family, he erected 
a tree in the main room and wired 
its branches with lighted candles. 
 
Most 19th-century Americans found 
Christmas trees an oddity. The first 
record of one being on display was 
in the 1830s by the German settlers 
of Pennsylvania, although trees had 
been a tradition in many German 
homes much earlier. The 
Pennsylvania German settlements 
had community trees as early as 
1747. But, as late as the 1840s 
Christmas trees were seen as 
pagan symbols and not accepted 
by most Americans. 
 
It is not surprising that, like many 
other festive Christmas customs, 
the tree was adopted so late in  
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America.  To the New England  
Puritans, Christmas was sacred. 
The pilgrims’ second governor, 
William Bradford, wrote that he tried 
hard to stamp out “pagan mockery” 
of the observance, penalizing any 
frivolity. The influential Oliver 
Cromwell preached against “the 
heathen traditions” of Christmas 
carols, decorated trees, and any 
joyful expression that desecrated 
“that sacred event.” In 1659, the 
General Court of Massachusetts 
enacted a lawmaking any 
observance of December 25 (other 
than a church service) a penal 
offense; people were fined for 
hanging decorations. That stern 
solemnity continued until the 19th 
century, when the influx of German 
and Irish immigrants undermined 
the Puritan legacy. 
 
To learn more check out 
http://www.history.com/topics/christ
mas/history-of-christmas-trees 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
PANTRY SHELF NEWS 
 

Pantry Shelf needs your help to 
provide a full holiday dinner, 
complete with meat, vegetables and 
dessert to 150 local families. Please 
donate $10 and any kind of dessert 
to the food basket during December 
to help give Christmas dinner to a 
hungry family. 
 

The holidays are approaching and 
many of you will be busy shopping 
for gifts. If you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, Pantry Shelf of 
Walla Walla could increase its 
AmazonSmile donations. 
 

Operation Christmas Child   
     

Special thanks to Connor, Kaden, 
and Ana, our Operation Christmas 
Child box packers who put together 
55 boxes!  We have submitted the 
boxes for shipping.  These will be 
tracked so we know where our 
efforts end up.  Thanks to all Grace 
Church people for their commitment 
and dedication to others so we could 
fill 55 boxes and ship them to 
children around the world. We will 
plan to start again in January. 
 
Special thanks to Diana Nelson (and 
Larry, too) for their hard work in 
making Operation Christmas Child 
a great success. 

 
 

Pray for: 
 Peace on earth! 
 

 Remember, this Christmas 
season, all of our 
homebound members, those 
dealing with illness and those 
who have experienced the 
loss of a family member or 
dear friend. 

  

 Office Hours 
 

Monday, December 14 

10:00 a.m. 

At Clarette’s 
 

Subject to be discussed; 
 

Happy Holidays vs. 

 Merry Christmas 
 
 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 
All of the ladies of the church are 

invited to attend the Women’s 

Fellowship Potluck and Annual 

Christmas Auction on Wednesday,     

December 16, 12:00 noon in the 

Fellowship Hall. 

Bring a dish to share and your white 

elephant gifts, or not so white 

elephant, gaily wrapped and plan to 

have a good time.  Watch out for a 

few of the ladies, as they love to 

outbid each other. 

 
 

 

December Dates  
 

Helpline Giving Tree 
December 6-20 
 

The Giving Tree is located in the 
back of the Sanctuary.  Take a tag 
or two and purchase the items, then 
put the tag and gift under the tree; 
no need to wrap it.  If you choose to 
donate money, please put the 
check or cash and the tag in an 
envelope and place it in the offering 
plate. Please make the check out to 
the church.  Donations will be taken 
to Helpline on Monday, December 
21. 
 
 

All Church Potluck and 
Christmas Auction 
 

December 6, following worship 
Join us for a great potluck and an 
auction.   This is a Fun, Fun 
Fundraiser.  Bring your white 
elephant gifts, or not so white 
elephant, gaily wrapped.  Donations 
are designated for our missionary’s 
support and the love fund. 
 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/


Women’s Fellowship Potluck 
and Christmas Auction 
December 16, 12:00 noon 

 
 
 

Christmas Pageant and Party 
December 20, 10:30 a.m. 

No experience necessary to be a 
part of this pageant.  Costumes are 
provided and a spirit of fun and 
participation are encouraged.  After 
our pageant, there are 
refreshments 
and old-fashioned entertainment.  
Great for the entire family. 

 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
 

 Christmas Offering 
 

  Members will receive a Christmas  
  letter and a special offering   
  envelope in December, inviting   
  them to give a  special gift for the    
  support of our missionary,   
  Katherine Parker and to the Love   
  fund.  Gifts placed in the 
  special envelope will go towards 
  these mission projects. Thanks in  
  advance for your support. 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
  
    
 

  
    
  
 

 

 
 

  





 

 


